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 (71)	Hewlett, Examination ofDr Price's Essay . . . , 1781, p. 91.
 (72)	Sir R. Manningham, MJX, F.R.S., An Abstract of Midwifery for the use of the
Lying-in Infirmary, 1744. Men paid twenty guineas for instruction, women ten.
 (73)	J- Glaister, M.D., Dr William Smellie and his Contemporaries, 1894, passim.
 (74)	Lettsom, Medical Memoirs, 1774, p. 189.
 (75)	ibid. p. 187. The number of women delivered in the year 1774-5 was 5,428, nearly
a third of the registered baptisms in the Bills of Mortality. The annual average was between
4,000 and 5,000 odd. Account of the Lying-in Charity, 1820.
(76)	"	Proportions of deaths (fractions omitted)
Women	Children
23 November 1749-58 (31 December).
in   42	.      i in   15
1769-78
1779-88
1789-98
1799-1800
»     50	.	-         I   „     20
»   53	-	.      i „   42
„   <5o	.	i „   44
„ 288	.	.      i „   77
„ 914	-	-i „ 115
"This table. .. shows to what extent the lives of children may be preserved by proper
attention and management.9 (Willan, Diseases in London, pp. 323-4.)
 (77)	Heberden, *On the Mortality of London*, (Medical Transactions of the College of
Physicians, iv, p. 105). cf. the Starkey paper in Hone's Everyday Book.
 (78)	In 1801 the Newcastle Infirmary was found to have *all the faults of the older
hospitals'. 'Some of the wards are too large, and all of them are too much crowded....
The ventilation is completely obstructed, while an ill-contrived necessary placed in each
[gallery] contaminates the air. . . . All the bedsteads are made of wood and have flock
mattresses.* The committee decided to have iron bedsteads as wooden ones were * prolific
sources for the propagation of vermin*. An Account of a Plan for the . .. Improvement of
the Infirmary at Newcastle. St Thomas's Hospital had introduced iron beds before 1783
(see note 81 below).
 (79)	Percivai, Essay on the Internal Regulations of Hospitals, Works, iv, p. 170.
 (80)	London and its Environs Described, 1761, L p. 258 (account of St Bartholomew's);
Howard, Lazarettos ..., 1789, pp. 131-8.

 (81)	F. Bisset Hawkins, Elements of Medical Statistics, 1829, p. 78 fT.; Sir G. Blane,
Medical Dissertations, i, p. 185 £F. See also note 92 below.
 (82)	These dispensaries had nothing to do with three earlier dispensaries set up by the
College of Physicians (and praised by Garth in The Dispensary, 1699) the first in 1696, for
selling medicines to the poor at cost price, which gave rise to an acrimonious dispute with
the apothecaries, and had long been given up. See A Vindlcauon of the College of Physicians
from the Reflections made upon them by the Apothecaries in Parliament. [1712?]
 (83)	The Midwifery Reports of the Westminster General Dispensary read by Dr Bland
to the Royal Society in 1781 illustrate the knowledge of social conditions gained by dis-
pensary doctors as well as the general ignorance concerning them. He had investigated and
recorded the cases of 1,389 women and discovered *how exceedingly fertile the women of
the poorer classes in this country are, and at the same rime how unable to rear any con-
siderable number of children*. He found the cause to be *not any natural imbecility of
constitution vitiated from the birth, many of those victims being born with all the
appearance of health and vigour; but.,. rather the poverty of the parents'. He suggests
that"whether" this great check to the population is in its nature irremediable* is a suitable
subject for experiment by an abatement in the parents" rates and taxes, and concludes that

